VOCABULARY

REVISION 
A revision is the format used to correct the established knowledge base (the collection of evidence and the interpretations of that evidence that has accumulated over the centuries, aka textbooks).  Revision is an analytical form that targets a long-standing view, idea, or theory.   The argument advanced by a revision identifies what is wrong in the theory and proves the flaws are indeed errors.  A revision must include an alternative thesis to explain the evidence under scrutiny. 

REFUTATION
A refutation is a form of analysis in which the writer (or speaker) targets the work of a particular scholar or school of thought.  Each point made in the targeted argument or theory is subjected to scrutiny and critique.  The purpose of the refutation is to advance the writer’s thesis at the expense of the targeted scholarship.

Revisions and refutations are tools used by scholars to test and shape the established knowledge base.

SYNCHRONIC
Synchronic analysis is more commonly known as a comparative method.  Synchronic is a form of analysis in which the speaker or writer compares two or more things (e.g. chemicals, events, people, social models, theories, or studies).  The likenesses across the set determine the viability of the analysis.  The examination and explanation of the differences are the foci of the analysis. (To focus upon the things that make the comparative set alike would make it a case study.)  

CASE STUDY
A case study is a descriptive exploratory analysis of a single subject (e.g. a substance, person, group or event).  A case study is used to find underlying principles or forces at work that shape the subject. In other words, the study (i.e. the method of investigation) reveals the things that cause the subject to be the way it is.  Case studies add to the standard narrative so as to build a comprehensive and more accurate description of the subject/topic.

DIACHRONIC
[bookmark: _GoBack]Diachronic analysis is a process-based analytical form.  The diachronic analysis traces change through time.  It is geared to identify and examine causal factors that propel a process of change.  The diachronic adds to the standard narrative so as to build a comprehensive and more accurate description of the subject/topic.




